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gospel journey maui

WHAT IT IS: A DVD 
curriculum kit that 
helps kids wrestle with 
different worldviews.

THE SCOOP: Done in 
a reality series format, 
Dare2Share President 
Greg Stier takes six 
teens from different 
faith traditions and 
tackles apologetic 
issues such as, “What 

is the purpose in life?” “Why do bad things happen?” and “Who is Jesus?” One 
of several differences between this series and the original Gospel Journey is that 
Greg creates more dialogue with the teens, rather than preaching at them. The 
segments are shorter, allowing more time for discussion, and they’ve added a 
parent’s page to spark dialogue at home. If you’re looking for a precise overview of 
non-Christian worldviews, this isn’t it. Sometimes teens speak about their hurts, 
not their worldview. But this is a strong resource that will fuel great discussions.

COST: $149.00
AVAILABLE FROM: Dare 2 Share, dare2share.org

Reviewer DALE BUDENSIEK has eight years of youth ministry experience.

downtime: helping 
teenagers pray

WHAT IT IS: A book that explores innovative 
ways to get your teenagers praying. 

THE SCOOP: The problem with most books 
about prayer is that they’re...well, boring. 
This one is different. Mark Yaconelli uses his 
own research and experience leading youth 
ministries to offer exercises that feature “a 
sense of Sabbath—of rest, reflection, wonder, 
and meditation.” Some of the chapter topics 
include Keep Silence, Go Outside, Rest, Eat, 
Befriend, Create, Suffer, Heal, and Receive. 

Under each of those larger topics, Yaconelli mixes stories, ideas, methods, medi-
tations, scripture, and theological thoughts. Unfortunately, this makes finding a 
specific idea hard. An index and a separate breakdown of individual prayer ideas 
would have been incredibly helpful. I understand wanting the ideas to be seen as 
part of a whole, but a youth pastor still wants to be able to use the ideas. I enjoyed 
the book and the ideas it contains—I can’t wait to try them out.

COST: $19.99
AVAILABLE FROM: Youth Specialties, 800-776-8008

Reviewer SCOTT FIRESTONE IV has 12 years of youth ministry experience.

by scott firestone IV

scott’s picks

group’s associate 
editor Scott Firestone IV 
weighs in with his best-
of-the-best list of recently 
released and newly  
discovered music.

B.B. King

One Kind Favor 
(Geffen)

The latest from the 
King (with producer  
T Bone Burnett) may 
be the best blues 
album I’ve ever heard. 

VAN MORRISON

Astral Weeks  
Live at the  
Hollywood Bowl (EMI)

The folky, bluesy, 
gospelly classic album 
performed live in its 
entirety—along with a 
few other tracks. 

EXPLOSIONS  

IN THE SKY

All of a Sudden I Miss 
Everyone (Temporary 
Residence Limited)

If you like your 
music to build, 
crash, and recede 
again—like waves in a 
storm—you’ll love this 
powerful, beautiful 
album. 

Copeland

You Are My Sunshine 
(Tooth & Nail)

Copeland is as 
reliable as ever—with 
smart lyrics, soaring 
vocals, and a breezy 
style.  
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the hype

one resource, In-Depth

blink
jeff is a youth pastor 

in Venice, Florida, 

and senior consultant 

for Youth Ministry 

Architects (youth 

ministryarchitects.com).

favorites

BOOK—Sustainable Youth 

Ministry, Mark DeVries

CD—Christ Is My Hope,  

The Innocence Mission

SNACK—My sister Debbie’s 

pralines

by Jeff Dunn-Rankin

Malcolm Gladwell, the author of Blink: The Power of Thinking Without Thinking, is 
brilliant, and he looks the part. He has Einstein’s hair and Mona Lisa’s smile. 

words such as yield, polite, and appreciate. Then 
they were asked to go visit another professor 
down the hall who pretended to be busy with a 
student. The people primed to be rude always 
interrupted, but 82 percent of the people who 
were primed to be kind waited patiently for up to 
10 minutes.

What do these experiments teach us about 
the way we talk to youth? Are we “priming” them 
with clever put-downs or with words of empower-
ment? Are we saying God out loud and articu-
lating a vibrant faith? Words impact behavior.

THE RULES OF IMPROV COMEDY—Gladwell studied 
improv comedians for his chapter on how to 
structure for spontaneity. The actors at an impro-
visational theater rehearse like crazy, and they 
have very specific rules that govern their acting. 

“One of the most important of the rules that 
make improv possible,” Gladwell writes, “is the 
idea of agreement, the notion that a very simple 
way to create a story—or humor—is to have char-
acters accept everything that happens to them.”

If your partner says, “We’re going to have 
to amputate,” you have to play along. You say, 
“Well, at least I’ll get half-price at the shoe 
store.” Because if you say, “No thanks,” the 
action stops.

I read this chapter about a week after I found 
out that my youth budget was being cut for 2009. 
I’d been digging in my heels, muttering “No, 
no, no,” and sure enough, the story couldn’t 
continue. After deciding to embrace the improv 
rule of saying yes, I found all sorts of creative 
ways for the story to play out. We’re going to 
have a great year with our youth. Don’t ask me 
how—I just know it. n

Are we “priming” [youth] with clever put-downs or with  

words of empowerment? Are we saying God out loud and  

articulating a vibrant faith? Words impact behavior.

Best of all, he’s a great storyteller—his book is 
loaded with page after page of absorbing anecdotes. 
In Blink Gladwell studies the power and the danger 
of those cryptic moments when we say, “I can’t tell 
you how—I just knew.” 

“Snap judgments and rapid cognition take 
place behind a locked door. If we want to improve 
the quality of the decisions we make, we need to 
understand the power of our unconscious thinking.” 
That premise has its limitations for people of faith, 
because his analysis doesn’t include the concept 
that God’s Holy Spirit nudges us from time to time.

Nevertheless, the individual studies and 
anecdotes have powerful applications for youth 
pastors, from the dangers of over-thinking a problem 
to guarding against our unconscious prejudices. 
Here are two examples of studies he discusses. 

WORDS MATTER—Suppose your college professor 
invited you into her office and said, “Here’s a list of 
scrambled words. Try to make a grammatically sound 
sentence as quickly as possible, using just four of 
the five words. Ready? Go.”

n him was worried she about always.
n shoes replace old the.
n be will sweat and lonely they.
n us bingo sing play let and.
After completing about 10 sentences like these, 

you would walk back down the hall more slowly than 
you walked in. Why? Because the professor used 
key words to “prime” your behavior. Words such 
as worried, old, lonely, bingo, and wrinkle made 
students unconsciously think about the state of 
being old, and they moved more slowly afterward.

A similar experiment primed some students 
with aggressive words such as intrude, bother, and 
rude while priming other students with kindness 




