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Challenge
Make time during this next fortnight to have some quiet time with God to pray, listen and feast on his Word! Maybe even try journaling? If you don’t know where to start reading how about the gospel of Mark!
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The Bible – God’s Word?

What do you believe the Bible to be? Historical evidence? Letters? Accounts? Bunch of Rules?
In 2 Timothy 3:16 we read that scripture is ‘God-breathed’ what do you think that means? Have a look at what God’s breath does in Gen 2:7 and Ezekiel 37:1-10.

So if scripture is God breathed what does that mean for us when we read the Bible. What are we reading? Are we reading something that is lifeless or something that is living and active?

The Bible says a lot about God’s word and scripture here are some of the things it says:
· 2 Samuel 22:31 As for God, his way is perfect; the word of the Lord is flawless.
· Psalm 119: 105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.
· Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 
· Deuteronomy 8:3 He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.

· Isaiah 55:10-11 As the rain and the snow comes down from heaven and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.

Does anything in these verses jump out at you or have you ever had an experience which one of these verses reminds you of?

The Bible can be used for many different things. In the rest of the 2 Timothy verse that we read earlier Paul lists some of the uses of the Word of God.  Read through the rest of 2 Timothy 3:16-17. What are the four uses that Paul points out?

1. ______________________

2. ______________________

3. ______________________

4. ______________________

The Word of God however can be used for so much more. Primarily it reveals to us God, his love for us and ultimately the salvation that can be found in Jesus.

Read Matthew 4:1-4. Jesus rebukes the devil by quoting Deuteronomy 8:3 that ‘Man does not live by bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of God’. Are you living by bread alone? Or are you feasting on God’s word?
