










RESOURCES

We’re looking for submissions of longer articles about  
partnering with parents, building your volunteer team,  
or simple and practical nuts-and-bolts strategies. We pay  
up to $125, depending on length, so send your ideas to  
Scott Firestone IV at sfirestone@group.com.
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the kids haven’t remembered to 
say thanks very often. The Special 
Challenge is this: Although most of 
them won’t be the “official” leader 
for those teenagers anymore as they 
head into high school, I ask them to 
pick one day a month to contact at 
least one of those former 8th-graders 
to encourage them. Email, text, 
Facebook, phone call...whatever. 
They’ve built such a connection over 
the last few years, and in the past 
we haven’t encouraged them enough 
to continue that connection into the 
high school years, even if it’s on a 
less formal basis. 

< kurt > WROTE: Okay, I’m stealing 
that one! Having small-group 
leaders who have 8th-graders 
over for a special night is a 
fantastic idea...actually I’m 
surprised you came up with it. 
That won’t cost nearly as much 
as some big banquet or gift, 
but without question it’ll be a 
really memorable night for those 
leaders. Plus, if any of those 
leaders are thinking of retiring 
from your ministry, a fun night at 
your house may just cause them 
to reconsider!

CHEW ON THIS

continued from page 1

WHEN CHURCH KIDS GO BAD
Youth ministry 

veteran Les Christie 
has updated his classic 
book with the overlong 
title, When You Have to 
Draw the Line: Positive 
Discipline and How 
to Work With Rude, 
Obnoxious and Apathetic 
Kids. Chapters focus 
on discipline, dealing 
with problem behavior, 
rules, distractions, 
consequences, and 
dealing with high-risk 
kids and ADHD kids. 
There’s even a “bonus” 
chapter of Les’ in-depth answers to the frequently-
asked-questions he’s heard during his 40 years in youth 
ministry. 

COST: $16.99
AVAILABLE FROM: Zondervan/Youth Specialties, 800-776-8008.
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